
I n the 1920s when William Randolph 

Hearst was building his San Simeon 

ranch home, La Cuesta Encantada, now 

known as the Hearst Castle, he was also 

slowly purchasing many small and large 

ranches to the north of his property.  Even-

tually he was able to acquire over 250,000 

acres, and expanded his Piedmont Land 

and Cattle Company into southern Monte-

rey County.  One of his acquisitions was the 

former Rancho Milpitas that had been 

owned by the James Brown Cattle Company. After a fire destroyed the original Milpitas Ranch 

House, he asked famous architect Julia Morgan to construct a new ranch house for him, even-

tually creating an architectural jewel in the hills, now known as the Hacienda.  They called it 

the Jolon ranch, and it was a working cattle ranch, but on occasion, Hearst would bring guests 

up to the ranch for weekend fiestas.  

Please join SAHVA on November 14th at 5:30 for our 1st Zoom Lecture to hear the story of 

the Hearst ranching era in Monterey County and the Hacienda. Guest speaker will be Lisa 

Cipolla, Cultural Resources Program Manager for USAG Fort Hunter Liggett.  Details for the 

scheduled Zoom meeting are: 

 

Topic: SAVHA Fall Lecture - William Randolph Hearst Ranch Presented by Lisa Cipolla 

Time: Nov 14, 2020 05:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting by clicking the below URL 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89175313950?pwd=c05ZaXBTTHJPYjhsUkZoRVNEUTZlUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 891 7531 3950 

Passcode: 715151 

 

If you need further details or would like a reminder on the day of the lecture, send your email 

address to savha4@gmail.com.  
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M ore issues of the King City Rustler newspaper are expected to be online 

later this fall through the website of the California Digital Newspaper 

Collection out of the University of California at Riverside. 

With a $1000 contribution by the San Antonio Valley Historical Association, the 

staff of CDNC was able to order copies of the microfilm of the Rustler starting from 

1926 with plans to digitize the content making the information available to anyone 

who has an internet connection.   The group anticipates that the years from 1926 

through 1936 will become available once the information is uploaded to the site. 

Currently copies of The Rustler from 1901 to 1925 are available at  

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/  

The site has Optical Character Recognition (OCR) which allows people to enter a 

name and the system scans for information about the person or place.   Once a 

person accesses the site, the easiest way to find information about the San Anto-

nio Valley area is to Search by County.   By clicking on the map for Monterey Coun-

ty, the link to The Rustler comes up.  After clicking on that, you can view copies of 

the newspaper by year or date.   Nearly every issue has a column about Jolon or 

Lockwood or Lucia and other of the surrounding areas. 

If you aren’t familiar with the CDNC website, it is worth checking out for anyone 

interested in history.   SAVHA will plan to let members know when more years be-

come available through an announcement on our FACEBOOK page. 

D o you have a comment or contribution? Would you like to express 

an opinion to the board? Would you like to become a board 

member?  SAVHA is always looking for fresh and old ideas, so if you would 

like to recommend a Spring Tour site or guest speaker for our Fall dinner 

and lecture, please forward the information to one of the below board 

members 

 

We can be reached by mail at P.O. Box145, Lockwood, CA 93932, or by 

email through the following board members: 

 

SAVHA email: SAVHA4@gmail.com 

Paul Getzelman: paul@tregattivineyards.com 

Patricia Woodfill:patran2@gmail.com 

C a l i f o r n i a  D i g i t a l  N e w s p a p e r  

C o l l e c t i o n  

 

K i n g  C i t y  R u s t l e r  ( 1 9 0 1 - 1 9 2 5 )  
B y  K a r e n  J e r n i g a n  

H o w  t o  R e a c h  U s  

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 0  
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                  We’re on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/SanAntonioValleyHistoricalAssociation  

October 1, 1915. 

A Share of the Lockwood-San Lucas   

Farmers Line 1946   

Remember Party Lines? 

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/
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A  huge wildfire destroyed the Milpitas 

Ranch headquarters, along with most of 

Jolon, in 1929.  Hearst Castle architect Julia Mor-

gan designed its replacement, melding Mission 

Revival and Spanish Colonial Revival styles.  It 

was built at a cost of $200,000 between 1929 

and 1931.  "Bill the Cook," who asked Hearst if 

he could switch jobs to gardener landscaped the 

transplanted oaks with river rocks (visible in this 

photograph) hauled by the ranch's Percheron 

stud.   

(Photo courtesy of Esta Lee Albright.) 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

 

 

B y  P a u l  G e t z e l m a n  

H ello fellow SAVHA members and friends, 

  

With the COVID-19 pandemic impacting our everyday life, I want to thank you all for 

your continued support of SAVHA. Now more than ever we are so grateful for our 

community of like-minded people who understand the importance of maintaining 

and preserving the history of our area. At a time when everything feels so uncertain, 

we are encouraged knowing that so many of you care about our mission. 

  

As I am sure you’re already very aware, COVID-19 has meant that it’s now vital to 

limit social contact and avoid gathering. For that reason, we have made the difficult 

decision to cancel our Fall Dinner and Historical lecture covering the William Ran-

dolph Hearst Ranch at the Hacienda.  While we know this is disappointing, we hope 

you can understand the steps we are taking to help keep everyone safe and instead 

tune in to our virtual Zoom presentation of the planned lecture with Lisa Cipolla.  

The details about this Zoom lecture are in the featured article on page 1. 

  

Thank you for your interest in our Fall Zoom Lecture and for your support and under-

standing during these unprecedented times. As you are probably aware, we use the 

Fall Dinner as our one and only fund raisers for the year, so the cancelation will im-

pact our operating funds for 2021. If you are so inclined, a safe, simple effective 

way to support SAVHA for the coming year would be to donate now at whatever level 

you feel comfortable with and thank you in advance for your kind donation. (mail 

checks to PO Box 145, Lockwood, 93932 

  

On behalf of all of us on the Board of Directors at SAVHA, thank you for being a part 

of our community and our mission. 

  

My best to all of you, stay safe until we can all be together again at next year’s 

Spring Tour or Fall Dinner. 



 

T he following letter was received this summer from Jean Knofler addressed to John and Karen Jernigan.  Jean 

was the wife of Frank Knofler of San Jose.  Frank was invited by SAVHA member Dennis Palm to be our special 

guest on the SAVHA Spring Tour in 2018 when our group visited the site of the Avila School in the Los Padres National 

Forest.  Frank’s mother taught school at the Avila School in 1931 and 1932.  During this time Frank lived at the Indians 

Ranch with his father, mother and his sisters.   Frank and Jean went with us to the site of the old school next to the San 

Antonio River. The night before our event, Frank sat down for an oral history interview with John and Karen Jernigan and 

told what he remembered about the area and the family’s weekly trips to King City for supplies.  That recording has be-

come part of SAVHA’s inventory of oral history documentation.  It is with sadness that we share Jean’s message about 

Frank’s passing. 

Dear Karen and John,  

   This note is to let you know that Frank died on July 1, 2020.  He had been winding down this past year but remained 

totally interested in the world around him as I’m sure you would guess. 

   I can’t tell you how very much he enjoyed his time with you two and with “the others” who helped make his day magi-

cal most of all re-living his childhood. 

   And it didn’t stop there as his five children can attest as it 

bought up more experiences and other memories. 

    Thank You! Again and again. 

     Hello to everybody from both of us. 

Sincerely, 

Jean Bussy Knofler 

  Jean’s letter is testimony to the importance of celebrating and preserving the past, 

not only for those telling the story but for those of us who learn about our area 

through the stories of those who have come before.  If any of you are willing and 

interested in conducting oral history interviews, please contact the Jernigan's at 

831-385-6112.  They are willing to share their techniques and preparation de-

tails.   The list of old-timers in the valley who have stories to share is extensive and 

time is short for many of them.   Information not recorded nor written down is lost to 

future generations.  Please consider how you could be a part of this effort.  It was 

the effort of SAVHA members 40 years ago that have given us recordings and im-

portant information that is available on CD at the Monterey County Free Library, 

King City branch.  

L e t t e r  F r o m  J e a n  K n o f l e r  

 

B y  K a r e n  J e r n i g a n  

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 0  
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Dandelion leaves, stems and flowers are often consumed in their 

natural state but can also be eaten cooked. The root is usually 

dried, ground, roasted and used in a tea or as a coffee substi-

tute.  My sister-in-law Sue occasionally asks me to get her some 

“Dandy Blend” when I place an order on Amazon.  I never 

thought about it or tried it, but it is an herbal beverage made 

with roasted dandelion roots and is used as a coffee substitute.  If you have some dandelion grow-

ing in your yard or garden that has not been sprayed with herbicides or pesticides, you can dry your 

own leaves and roots and make your own dandelion tea. 

T h e  D a n d y  D a n d e l i o n  

 

B y  P a t r i c i a  W o o d f i l l  
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We should 

start looking at 

the Dandelion 

as we do other 

herbs and 

vegetables in 

our garden 

D andelion (Taraxacum officinale), has made its home in all parts of the world, in pastures, meadows and 

on bare ground, and it is so plentiful that most of us  find it a troublesome weed in our yards and gardens 

that we can never seem to get rid of.   Dandelion can be found in blooming and prolifi-

cally dispersing its seeds almost all year, which is why it is hard to get rid of.   

 

We should all take another look at this plant and how we treat it, because Dandelion is 

also a highly medicinal plant.  For centuries, dandelions have been used to treat many 

disorders, including cancer, acne, liver disease and digestive disorders. Many early 

native American tribes knew that a tea made from dandelion leaves was a potent me-

dicinal all-over wellness tonic. They would boil dandelions in water to treat kidney, skin, 

and stomach problems as well as heartburn and swelling. 

 

Native Americans were not the only ones to respect dandelions for their therapeutic value. Chinese medicine used 

dandelion for inflammation, appendicitis, stomach problems and breast problems. Early Europeans used it for fe-

ver, eye problems, boils, diarrhea, and diabetes. 

 

We should start looking at the Dandelion as we do other herbs and vegetables in our garden.  The greens can be 

eaten raw or cooked and are loaded with vitamins A, C, and K, and provide iron, calcium and are good source for 

fiber. Some animal studies have shown that dandelion reduces cholesterol levels.  Dandelion also contains potas-

sium, a mineral associated with lowering blood pressure.  It may also be used for weight loss and so many studies 

are finding it may be useful to fight cancer, boost your immune system, detox your liver, strengthen your bones and 

even clear up your skin!  How can we keep thinking of this as just a weed? 

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  M e m b e r s h i p  a n d  

D o n a t i o n s  

T he San Antonio Valley Historical Association (SAVHA) relies completely on memberships and donations to 

fulfill our mission to preserve local history and structures and to maintain a growing archive. Support 

through your membership for as little as $25 per year, makes all that SAVHA does possible.  

The organization gratefully acknowledges the following people who have made recent donations to SAVHA. 

     Robert and Tina Patterson 

    Jean Knofler 

Those wishing to join or renew their membership can mail a $25 check with the Membership form found on the 

back of this newsletter or sending donations at any time is gratefully appreciated. 



 

 

V o t e  f o r  S A V H A  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  

 

B y  M a r i a  W e i n e r t h — S e c r e t a r y  
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M embers this year are being asked to vote for SAVHA Board members via email or 

mail in ballots. Current Board members for the 2020 year are as follows: 

                                    

Carol Kenyon      

Maria Weinerth   (Secretary)    

Patricia Woodfill (Vice-President)  

Dominic Gregorio    

Paul Getzelman (President)  

John Jernigan (Treasurer)      

Mary Rodgers 

William (Bart) Bartosh 

 

Carol Kenyon, Maria Weinerth, Patricia Woodfill, Dominic Gregorio, and Paul Getzelman were 

voted in for a two-year term as Directors. The terms of the other Directors, who were elected 

in 2019, will expire on December 31, 2020. They are Mary Rodgers, John Jernigan, William 

(Bart) Bartosh. 

We would like to invite SAVHA members who wish to be part of our Board to include your 

names on the Ballot nomination form. 

To vote via email, please send your response to savha4@gmail.com or send the ballot in our 

newsletter before Nov 14th to SAVHA PO Box 145, Lockwood, CA  93932 

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 0  

Become a SAVHA Board Member 

 

mailto:savha4@gmail.com
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November 14, 2020  

 

BALLOT 

 

Board of Directors  

  

  Mary Two Hawks Rodgers 

 

  John Jernigan  

 

  William “Bart” Bartosh 

 

  _________________ 

 

  _________________ 

 

 

SAVHA By-Laws, Article III, Sec. 2. Election and Terms of Office. Directors shall be elected 

at the Annual Meeting. At such meeting, five (5) Directors shall be elected for a term of 

two (2) years each. 
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